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The crowning glory (pun intended !) of the period has been the Coronation on 6th May of 
our most famous TON Class Commanding Officer, King Charles III and Queen Camilla. 
Once again our sailors on parade excelled themselves and thrust His Britannic Majesty’s 
Royal Navy into the national limelight, and onto the world stage. Ships’ Companies from 
Hunt, Sandown and River class vessels and diving teams were all involved, which I 
imagine was not lost on our Patron. 

On this latter point, we continue to wait patiently to hear from The King’s good offices as 
to whether his TON Class Association remains on the list of his patronages. Ours was 
established in 1994 when he was HRH Prince of Wales. The Committee and I continue 
to be optimistic in this regard. 

Your Committee continues to work hard for your Association, supporting me fully during 
my busy day job, which included representing Naval Regional Commander at the 
Glasgow City Service of Thanksgiving for the Coronation on Sunday 7 May.  

Having successfully recruited a new Vice Chairman we still desperately seek a volunteer 
to take over as TON Talk Editor, for which no member has yet to come forward. Peter 
Down, our long serving Editor seeks to retire in the autumn. 

Other than the Dedication of the FITTLETON Memorial in September, the most important 
event on our calendar is the AGM and Annual Reunion on Saturday 14th October at the 
Carlton Hotel in Torquay. – see Booking Form on page 6. To date, 40 members have 
signed up to attend. Our guest speaker will be my old friend, term mate and colleague, 
Cdr Rtd Sean O'Reilly, former GAVINTON and BRINTON, and the first Commanding 
Officer of HMS BRIDPORT." 

TCA has been invited to attend the Transition (re-naming) Ceremony of MCM1 into 
MTXG (Mine Threat Exploitation Group), to be held at HMS PRESIDENT on the evening 
of Friday 14 July. Members who served in MCM1 in Rosyth will be particularly welcome. 

The Chairman will lead the TCA delegation at the event and ten places have been 
allocated for members and wives, Names to Vice Chairman Ian Barden ASAP.  
[ i.barden@btinternet.com ]. Successful applicants will be notified. 

Warm wishes to you all, 

Bob Hawkins MBE

Chairman’s Corner 
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TCA Who’s Who

Secretary 
Matthew Salisbury 
143 Redlands Road  
Penarth, South Glamorgan 
CF64 2QP 
Tel: 02920 308 351 
E-mail:  
matthew@cavamh.org.uk 

Membership Secretary 
Dennis Cook  
5 Manvers Street,  
Worksop,  
S80 1SD  
Tel: 01909 481 745  
Mobile: 07919 897275   
E-mail: 
dcook1727@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
David Woolgar 
Lime Tree House 
Sandford Avenue 
Church Stretton  
Shropshire  
SY6 7AE 
Tel: 07410 988 470 
E-mail:        
djwoolgar@gmail.com 

Welfare Officer 
Robbie Reid-Sinclair 
68 Brookside 
Carlisle 
Cumbria 
CA2 7JR 
Tel: 01228 542114 
Mobile: 07791-908242   
E-mail:   
crofton1216@gmail.com 

 

September 
Sun 17 
15.00 

Dedication of Fittleton Memorial 
St Mary’s Church, Fittleton, near Salisbury 

October 2023 
Sat 14 TCA AGM & Reunion 

Carlton Hotel, Torquay 
Booking Form in April’s edition of TON Talk or 
from Editor 

Vice Chairman & 
Face Book Systems Admin 
Ian Barden 
Tel: 07799 772589 
E-mail: i.barden@btinternet .com 

Editor, TON Talk & Website 
Peter Down 
Tel: 01449 721 235  
E-mail:  peter.avoca@gmail.com 

Chaplain 
Rev. Trevor Filtness 
24 Orchard Road  
Brixton 
Plymouth 
PL8 2FE        
Tel: 01752 881 967 
Mobile: 07785 568 056 
E-mail: trevor@filtness.org 

COMING EVENTS 

President  
Rear Admiral R John Lippiett CB. CBE. DL 

Chairman 
Commander Bob Hawkins MBE RN 

A serving officer, so contact via Secretary only 
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FITTLETON Memorial Service – 14.00 17th September 2023 

Thanks to the outstanding generosity of many individuals and organisa�ons, 
All Saints Fitleton parish church has reached the target it needed to 
commission a permanent memorial to the 12 men who lost their lives on HMS 
Fitleton. 

The memorial will be carved out of Portland stone by the Salisbury Cathedral 
stonemasons and will be unveiled in All Saints church at a special service which 
will be held at 2pm on Sunday 17th September 2023. The Bishop of Salisbury 
will preside, supported by Rev. Trevor Filtness, the Ton Class Associa�on 
Chaplain and the local vicar, Rev Gale Hunt. The Tidworth Branch of the Military 
Wives Choir will sing at the service. There will be a recep�on at the Phoenix 
Hall in Netheravon a�erwards. 

All are welcome to atend this service and it is hoped that as many people as 
possible will be able to do so. If you are intending to come, it would help with 
logis�cs if you could let the organising commitee know by emailing 
angusharley@icloud.com A number of seats will be reserved for key people 
but there will otherwise be no �cke�ng arrangements and the church is able 
to seat about 125. Please watch the website www.hmsfitleton.org for updates 
and further details. 

TCA will be represented at this significant event by our President Rear Admiral 
John Lippiet, accompanied by his wife Jenny, Vice Chairman Ian Barden and 
his wife Linda, Fitleton Survivors Michael Meras and Arnold Jeacock, Standard 
Bearer Sam Cook and our Chaplain Rev Trevor Filtness. 

Applica�ons from other members wishing to atend should be made to Angus 
Harley at angusharley@icloud.com 
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Another dit resulting from an enquiry to our website … 
Derek King of Westgate, Thanet, Kent recently enquired if we had a photo of his TON, 
DUFTON, when she was leader of 8 MCMS in Hong Kong during 1965/66. 

We have 17 photos of DUFTON in our Photo Archive, but most of them date from her 
exploits at Suez in 1956. Only the one below can positively be dated to his time aboard. 

It was re-assuring that Derek 
recognised the two sailors; LME Bob 
Manyena is the one adjusting the 
outboard engine and Geordie is the 
seaman. Regret we do not know the 
name of the Midshipman, but perhaps 
he can contact us ? 

Derek responded with the photo 
below from his own album, showing 
him at left, on the radio telephone, with 
that landing party, plus a newspaper 
clipping from his home town. 

Extract from the Thanet Times, 22 March 1966 

“When a new scheme was 
launched by the Royal Navy to visit 
remote villages in the Tawau 
Residency of Sabah, the eastern-
most state of Malaysian Borneo, 
one of the sailors involved was 
Radio Operator Derek King, aged 
17 of Birchington. He is a member 
of the ship’s company of HMS 
DUFTON, leader of the 8th Mine 
Counter Measures Squadron, based in Hong Kong, which is on a two-month spell of duty 
in the Tawau area, carrying our anti-Indonesian infiltration patrols. The scheme has been 
launched to bring anti-infiltration patrols closer to the coast- by means of an assault craft, 
stowed at the stern of the minesweeper - and to build up good relations with the 
indigenous people by offers of practical assistance and provision of foodstuffs. This was 
one of the most lawless areas in the world, where pirates pillaged and killed. To a lesser 
extent, piracy continues, as does barter trading. HMS DUFTON and other Royal Navy 
ships stop and search local craft which might be carrying Indonesian terrorists and 
weapons … “    

Great Memories !!!  It is hoped that Derek may soon join us in TCA, so we can meet at 
our Reunion. 
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Lieutenant Commander John Archer RN 
8 Dec 1946 – 6 Feb 2023 

An Obituary 
Rev Trevor Filtness 

 
I knew John on and off during my time in the RN but only got to know John and Kim, his wife 
well when we worked together in the Tactical Procedures Group at SMOPS. John was one 
of the kindest men I have ever met: quiet and thoughtful but firm and clear in his decisions 
and explanations.  Kim told me that John loved to keep up with the TCA via Ton Talk. What 
I didn’t know were how stormy were the waters he had to navigate in order to join the RN, a 
path directly influenced by the Ton Class.  Kim has agreed the information used in this article.   

John was born and brought up in Yorkshire (Bradford and Scarborough) and went to 
Scarborough Boys High School. At the age of 13 he joined the very active local Sea Cadet 
Unit and most of his spare time on the water, sailing, rowing and crewing for the Scarborough 
Yacht Club. Holidays were spent on courses at naval establishments. With this background 
it is no surprise that John applied to join BRNC in 1964. 

Following a medical and selection board he received a letter saying that his eyesight was 
not good enough to join. He could however challenge this decision after paying a non-
returnable deposit.  Discouraged, John joined Hawker Siddeley Aviation in Manchester and 
completed a 3-year sandwich course in HND Business Studies at Manchester Polytechnic 
followed by 7 years training. 

During this time John joined the RNR, Mersey Division, as an Ordinary Seaman and was 
selected for officer training after three years, being commissioned Sub Lieutenant in July 
1970. In 1974 he arranged a 12-month secondment to the Royal Navy as the navigator of 
HMS BRONINGTON, applying to transfer to the RN at the end of this time. 

At his medical, John was asked by the Surgeon Captain Optician why he was wasting his 
time, pushing across the table his old file stamped: Myopic, unfit for sea service.  John said 
that he had served in the RNR for 7 years, and had just navigated BRONINGTON back from 
Gibraltar without any problem ! After a retest, the Surgeon Captain said that either there had 
been a miracle or a mistake 11 years before !    

John went on to serve in CHICHESTER in Hong Kong, navigated JUNO deploying to the 
States and meeting Kim (they married in 1984) in the process! John served as Warfare 
Officer in ANTRIM from 1980, including in the Falklands in 1982 when ANTRIM survived an 
unexploded bomb in the Seaslug magazine.  John counted this as the start of his second 
life. Following this he was appointed Staff ASW Officer to COMSTANAVFORLANT. 

John eventually retired in 1996 and served with distinction for 17 years in the NFU SE 
Region, later becoming a Trustee of the Arun and Rother Rivers Trust in 2013. 

John had made arrangements for all to share in ‘Up Spirits’ with Pussers Rum at the 
celebration for his life, thanking everyone for the part they had played in it.  John also 
recorded that life in the RN taught him that time and distance were no barriers to continuing 
friendship. A thought that could well be the TCA motto !  John, may you rest in peace knowing 
that true love and friendship will not die. 
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Congratulations to Terry Hall on receiving the Points of Light Award 

The award is made by the Prime Minister for service to the community, in Terry’s case 
for maintaining the memory of a WW2 Wellington Bomber which crashed in the Peak 
District of Derbyshire and for many years assisting the RBL Poppy Appeal. The Award 
was presented by Derbyshire MP, Mrs Pauline Latham OBE, on 14 April 2023.  

Terry, pictured here with wife Ann and certificates of the Award, is also notably active in 
Derbyshire Submariners Association and TCA. 

Advertise in TON Talk 
Quarter page Mono £10 

Half page Mono £15 

Full page Mono £25 

Half page Colour £30 

Rear Cover Colour £50 

Advertiser to provide print-ready artwork [pdf] 

20% discount for 2 editions (6 months) payable at Booking 

Contact Editor at peter.avoca@gmail.com 
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HELP with DELTIC Disconnecting Procedure 
We recently received the following e-mail from Chris Davies CEng, MRINA, TMIE Aust 

I am the Chairman for the Royal Institution of Naval Architects in Tasmania and have 
recently been approached by the Vintage Machinery Association to assist in the 
investigation of "what can be preserved" for the Ton class HMAS Curlew [ex-Chediston] 
which is now laying abandoned in a mud berth in Hobart, Tasmania. 

She is about to be broken up. Currently she is all in one piece, but for how much longer 
I do not know. The thing stopping imminent excavators is the problem of removing 
asbestos, on which we are seeking advice.  

My thought was initially in reclaiming the two Napier Deltic engines as they are of 
significant engineering importance. 

We have given Chris some photos of engine changes, plus a link to the website of the 
Napier Power Heritage Trust, which has details of the development of this engine. 

The Deltic Engine could certainly claim to be historic. It has only recently been phased 
out of Royal Navy service, having powered the TONs and subsequent Hunt Class 
Minehunters since the early 1950's. 

Can any Tiffy recall the drill for disconnecting an engine prior to removal, 
or better still, have a schematic that we could send to Chris ?  
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 Captain For the Day 
Arthur Jennison 

 
This article comes to us courtesy of TCA member David White.  

It was first presented to the Liverpool Maritime Society in January 2003 
 

I was born 1st January 1938 in Huyton Quarry and within six months my parents moved 
some seven miles to Sutton, a largely mining community and suburb of St. Helens. Here 
I grew up, went to school, we became a family of five in a small terraced miner’s house. 
On leaving school at 16 years of age, and aware that looming National Service probably 
meant conscription into the Army, I made a conscious decision that it was time to make 
a move. Not telling my parents I took a trip to Liverpool and to the Royal Naval Recruiting 
Office in St. Johns Lane. I was informed that because of my age I would need my parents’ 
consent to join. With the necessary papers I returned home knowing there would be 
music to face. I was indeed greeted with a flat refusal and a argument that lasted all 
weekend until my parents gave in. On Monday I returned to the recruiting office, signed 
form in hand. After interview it was decided that I would become a Junior Mechanic 
Engineer Il JM (E) Il for short.  
 
On Sunday the 3rd April 1955 I took the overnight train from Lime Street to Plymouth, 
then by bus to the Torpoint Ferry and HMS Raleigh. The first two days were spent on 
the joining routine and by the late afternoon we were invited to sign and join the Royal 
Navy for the Queen's Shilling. My service number was P/K 949549 P meant my home 
port was Portsmouth.  
 
The usual naval training at Raleigh commenced, square bashing, PE, swimming, 
engineering school, something they called seamanship, rifle training and an attempt at 
assault course, one day on fire fighting and one day on the rifle range. 
After three months I found the J for Junior had been removed from my rank and I was 
now an M(E)11. Just 12 Months later I was made M(E) 1. 
 
We had excellent tuition on the admiralty three drum boiler, condensers, compressors, 
oil separators, distillers, and various ancillary machinery. Putting all this into practice we 
then had two weeks ship training on HMS Diana. She was a destroyer tethered to a buoy 
midstream on the Tamar River east of the Torpoint Ferry. Passing out and departure 
from Raleigh took place in early October.  
 
Then a boring two weeks at Victory Barracks in Portsmouth was eventually over. Happily, 
26 October saw me set out from Victory to join my first ship, travelling by rail from 
Portsmouth to Harwich, laden down with a full kit bag, hammock, suit case and attaché 
case. On arrival at Harwich station, I was met by Chief P.O. Barton. He seemed a giant 
of a man and, on reflection, think he might have felt sorry for this sixteen year old lad for, 
putting an arm around my shoulder said “come on son, welcome to HMS Coquette”. 
HMS Coquette (J350) was an Algerine Class minesweeper built by Redfern of Toronto 
launched 24 November 1943 and completed 13 July 1944. Initially allocated to the 
Eastern Fleet then re-allocated to the British Pacific Fleet on 26 January 1945. She 
appeared at the Coronation Review in 1953.  
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I was not the only new crew member joining that day, the other being no less than Derick 
Heathcote-Amory, the then Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (July 1954 to 
January 1958). More of this illustrious gentleman later. 
 
When I joined, she was commanded by a four ring Captain Alistair Douglas Robin (7 
January 1912 – 8 July 1999).  He entered the Navy as a cadet 1929 and rose steadily to 
become Captain on 31 December 1951. He went on to command the light cruiser HMS 
Bermuda in January 1960. On retirement in 1961 he became Secretary of the 
Westminster Medical School London. With a commander of this rank, I soon learned that 
Coquette was Leader of the 5th Fishery Protection Squadron; the other vessels being 
RATTLESNAKE, WELCOME and MARINER. 

  
Algerines carried the Oropesa wire sweeps, plus an Acoustic Hammer suspended from 
a derrick and Mk 4 Magnetic sweep (heart shaped) similar to the early TONs. It would 
later be replaced by the Mk11 Magnetic tails,. COQUETTE is also reported to have had 
a Fessington Oscillator, an early form of electro-mechanical sonar, installed in a flooded 
compartment in the forepeak. Developed as a result of Titanic disaster, this gave warning 
of large submerged objects, such as the bulk of an iceberg, up to two miles ahead. It 
was also used as an underwater telegraph by some British submarines in WW1. 
Although the range of the submerged object could be calculated, because the diaphragm 
of the oscillator could not be trained, it was of limited help in finding the bearing of the 
object. The technology was replaced by the piezo-electric crystal for Asdic in the1930’s. 
Many Algerines also had an asdic set and depth charge throwers aft, so an anti-
submarine capability, which enabled them to act as close convoy escorts. Some later 
had a Squid A/S Mortar fitted in B gun position. …Editor 

 
To resume the story at Harwich we set sail almost immediately and headed north. I was 
shown around the ship, then went below to the Stoker’s Mess situated below the sweep 
deck. There were just two bunks the rest was given over to Hammocks. The killick 
(Leading Hand) of the mess showed me my rail space and explained the system of 
Canteen Messing, I was also told my watch would commence at 2000 I decided to go up 
on deck and get my bearings when there was one almighty commotion, Jets flying all 
over the place, gun action, I was totally unprepared for all this and I can tell you I was 

HMS Coquette, 5th M/S Squadron Leader 
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scared. I later learned that all this Pantomime as ‘Jack’ called it was for the benefit of the 
Minister.  

2000 hours came round and with 5 minutes to spare I entered the air lock and on down 
the ladder to the boiler room plating. Petty Officer Peacock was I/C and we were a team 
of two. He was a great man who looked after me well and taught me a lot. Got the watch 
over and a goodnight’s sleep in the hammock.  

The following day it was decided to transfer the Minister to a frigate by jackstay. She 
came along side gracefully, a line was fired across, the stay was then hauled across and 
secured. In a gabardine mac, life jacket and brief case the minister sat in the chair. He 
was looking as white as a ghost since the two ships were going at a rate of knots and 
the sea between them was choppy. Half way across the frigate closed sides and the 
chair dipped into the ‘oggin; the operation continued with much laughter at the expense 
of the minister, but he survived.  

Having transshipped the Minister, we continued our duties protecting the fishing fleet 
calling at Yarmouth, Lowestoft, across to Den Helder for a NATO exercise followed by 
football v the Dutch Navy. Following the exercises we returned to Pompy for a dry 
docking, degaussing, boiler cleaning and Christmas and New Year leave, 1st & 2nd 
leave.  

As the Senior Service the Royal Navy observes many unique traditions, particularly at 
Christmas time. One such is ‘Captain for the day’ which called for the youngest serving 
member of the ships company to be Captain for the day and undergo a complete role 
reversal with the C.O. On hearing the pipe ‘standby for Captain’s rounds’ the mess would 
muster and await the youngest sailor in his newly empowered guise. Lagging him would 
be the real skipper, in the role of Bosun’s mate, trying his best to blow the bosun’s call! 
After a beer and best wishes, they would proceed to conduct rounds in the rest of the 
messdecks, no doubt a bit bleary eyed by the end. As Sunday 25th December 1955 
dawned it transpired that I was to be the ‘main attraction’; and a truly memorable event 
it came to be. 

With all leave out of the way we set sail in January 1956 for a Fishery Protection Patrol 
that would take us until we returned to Pompey where the ship was to pay off on 18th 
October 1956.We undertook sweeping operations in the North Sea calling at Hull, North 
Shields, Port Edgar, (the Squadron operated out of this port) & Peterhead. 

The Squadron then assembled for a summer regatta in Cromarty Firth and, forming up 
line abreast, we sailed along the Moray Firth passing through the two Sutors of Cromarty 

Following the fun and games the squadron dispersed, COQUETTE staying in Cromarty 
mooring alongside at Invergordon. On a run ashore we saw a young girl all tarred and 
feathered being wheeled up and down the main street in a wheelbarrow, we were 
informed she was to be married in the morning. Poor lass she was a mess.  
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Setting sail we crossed into Norwegian waters calling at Tromsø, then up into the Barents 
Sea where after a watch we had to put in a half hour each man chipping ice off the 
Forecastle. That is where I saw my first Aurora; a spectacular sight indeed. 

 
Next we crossed to Iceland our first port of call was Seydisfjordur. This was to test the 
refueling facilities, the cold and heavy bunkering oil was almost solidified and we had to 
remove manhole doors from the fuel tanks to shovel in the oil.  

 
On route to Reykjavik somewhere between Hof and Vik we encountered a mirror flat 
calm (unbelievable) yet the swell was quite a ride. We spoke with a trawler from Hull, our 
Captain enquired "any Fish Captain", the reply was "any Meat Captain". With that a 
whaler was lowered and rowed across with three lamb carcasses, they returned with one 
sack of fish roe and four sacks of Cod. The galley staff were delighted, the best fish and 
chips I have ever had.  
 
Then on to Reykjavik, Keflavik USAF base and a coach trip around the interior of a very 
cold Iceland. Little did we know what was to come for the next phase of the Icelandic cod 
wars was about to begin. As we set sail for home and were confronted by an Icelandic 
Gun Boat. I had just finished a watch and was on deck by the funnel taking in fresh air, 
when suddenly the Icelandic gunboat Thor made a lunatic zig zag crossing our bows, 
sirens at full blast. This went on for over half an hour, it was scary, but nowhere near as 
bad as what came later in the Cod Wars.  
 
We needed to make a medical emergency stop at the Faroe Islands where it was very 
foggy as we approached between Nólsoy & Tórshavn. Next it was Fleetwood, then a trip 
across to Dublin and finally back to Portsmouth, where we paid off.  
 

For more detail on the Algerines and the art of minesweeping, see 
.http://minesweepers.org.uk/sweeping.htm 
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Dear TCA Members, 

As the Association is now in its 36th year, and with your kind assistance, we would like to 
better understand how we can continue to operate in your (the Member’s) best interests 
and understand what improvements we could make, if any at all, that would suit the 
majority of the Association. 

If you could kindly complete/fill in the few attached questions it would be very helpful to 
help us (The Committee) be more functional to the Association, 

If you received this together with your posted Ton Talk magazine; please complete and 
post to: 

Ian Barden; 67 West Park Road; Handcross; West Sussex; RH17 6DN by the end of the 
month.  

Or; if you are technically able, send me an email and I will forward the document as an 
attachment to you for completion and return as below NO LATER THAN the END of JULY 
2023: 

And/or if received this together with your electronic version of the Ton Talk; save this 
document to your computer; complete the questions; re-save to your computer; and then 
attach to an email addressed to: i.barden@btinternet.com 

Thanking you all in advance: 

Questions: 

1. Please state your full name:

2. Please state your TCA Membership Number (if you know it):

3. Please state your County of Residence

4. Please state your Country of Residence (outside UK)

5. Your Generation (Please tick which one applies to you)

a. 80+ years
b. 70-80 years
c. 60-70 years
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d. 50-60 years    
e. 40-50 years    
f. Younger     

 
 

6. Would a TCA Area Representative be of useful assistance to you in your area?  
YES or NO (cross out one option) 
 
If YES; please tick which element would apply to you: 
 

a. For better communication with TCA    
b. For localised social gatherings    
c. Or just a local point of contact    
d. Or if not relevant      

 
7. Please answer below the question: 

 
What, if any, improvements would you think could apply to the Association to 
better serve your membership and interests ?   (Please use 
additional paper if required) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Sea Cadet Liaison Officers: 
 

TCA has three Affiliated Sea Cadet units: TS Kellington in Stockton on Tees, TS 
Highburton in Huddersfield and TS Dragon in Thurrock. 

In Feb 2017, it was agreed to appoint a Liaison Officer to each of the three Affiliated 
Units with simplified duties but currently we lack Liaison Officers for TS Highburton in 
Huddersfield and TS Dragon in Thurrock. 

If you live in: Yorkshire or Essex, would you be interested in being TCA’s Sea Cadet 
Liaison Officer for one of these units? If so, please indicate which Unit: Thurrock or 
Huddersfield. 

Liaison duties are primarily to foster and maintain cordial relationships between the TON 
Class Association and Affiliated Units of the Sea Cadet Corps by : 
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1. Keeping in touch with the unit by visiting a couple of times each year, ideally at 
times of Unit Inspection and Presentation of Awards. 

2. Presenting the TCA Award (usually a Bosun’s Call) the Most Improved Cadet.  

3. Producing, with the help of the Unit C.O., a short report on Unit Activities for TCA 
AGM.  

4. Advising the TCA Committee if there are any ways in which TCA might assist the 
units, financially or otherwise. 

9. E-Mail :: 
 
TCA makes extensive use of e-mail as an inexpensive and rapid means of 
communication between members and the Committee. Many members have 
changed their e-mail address since joining the Association but some  have not 
advised Membership Secretary Dennis Cook,  so our records are not completely 
up to date.  
 
If you have changed your e-mail since you joined, please provide your current 
email address here   

……………………………………....................................... 
10.  We have privatised our FaceBook (FB) Group site (Ton Class Association) and 

will only accept genuine TCA Members access by requiring their Full Name and 
TCA Membership Number in the Request to Join section. This significantly helps 
us to keep the site clear of Scammers etc.  
Knowing this: 
 

Would you be more interested in joining our FB page?  YES or NO 

 
11. Ton Talk (TT) Magazine has moved from a Bi-monthly Issue to a Quarterly Issue 

from June 2023  to reduce the work load for the next Editor.  
 
1. Does the Ton Talk Magazine content meet your needs?  YES or 

NO 
2. What other content would you like to see in the TT Magazine ? 
3. Would you like to become the Editor of the TT Magazine YES or NO 

12. Chairman’s question. 

Our Aim and Objectives has served us well over the years, and aside from my initial 
suggestion that we change to a singular ‘Aim’ (i.e. in line with the First Principle of 
War!) with supporting objectives, I, personally, have seen no need to change the 
fundamental direction given in our original wording, which stems directly from the 
vision of our founding members.  It is apposite though that we should at least ask the 
question of the membership whether they remain content with the Aim and Objectives.  
Silence will signal acquiescence, and if any member has any useful suggestion to 
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amend then please append with reasoning in your return to this survey.  For ease of 
reference our A&O are posted on our Website and are repeated here: 

Our Aim is to bring together in mutual friendship those who served in TON 

Class ships and those who served in support of TON Class ships. 

Our Objectives are: 
 
1. To keep the Members in contact with each other by means of newsletters, 

meetings and social occasions. 
 

2. To support each other as necessary by providing prompt and appropriate 
assistance to Members, their wives and/or dependants, who may be in 
financial or other difficulties. 

 
N.B. In serious cases this assistance may be provided by external bodies better 
qualified than TCA in medical and social care. 
 
3. To compile a record of information and data relating to TON Class ships for 

the benefit of historical research and to answer queries from members of 
TCA, researchers and the public. 

 
 N.B. This has been achieved by publication of the Trilogy of Books and by our 
passing compilations of ship records and photographs to the RN Historical Branch. 
This information is also available on our website www.tcaminesweepers.co.uk 
 
4. To keep abreast of news about any remaining ships of the TON Class and to 

support collections of memorabilia of the ships and the sailors who served 
in them. 
 

Thank you all for completing this survey and helping us (The Committee) to review the 
demographics of our Association and how best to provide/assist your needs. The ‘Frontline’ 
is always the highest priority to support; and you, our Members, are the TCA ‘Frontline’. 

Yours most respectfully, 
TCA Chairman Bob Hawkins and Vice Chairman Ian Barden  
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FLEET TIME IN GAVINTON – January 1985 
Lt Cdr Phil Carroll, RN (Retd) 

 
I Passed Out from BRNC Dartmouth  in December 1984. After Christmas leave, I 
travelled north from my home town via Gosport ferry, train from Pompey Harbour to 
Waterloo, tube across to Kings Cross for the train to Edinburgh. It seemed endless, but 
even then I needed a local train across the Forth to Inverkeithing and taxi to Rosyth. It 
was dark when I bowled up Gavinton’s gangway on the evening of Sunday 6th January. 
 
The QM met me and guided me and my kit to the Wardroom. I don’t recall if anyone was 
there, possibly Robin Swaine (XO). Whatever, I was tired and, after a mug of tea, climbed 
into the top bunk in XO’s cabin for a deep sleep. 

 
Breakfast in the morning was an opportunity to meet my new brother-officers: XO, NO 
(Lt Alistair Halliday) and Guns (Lt Richard Farrington). Robin was an old-and-bold SD 
communicator, quiet, calm and unruffled. Throughout my time in Gavinton, nothing 
phased him at all. Alistair and Richard were gregarious, outgoing young men, competent 
and professional in their respective duties. This trio got on well together and formed an 
efficient and effective team, supportive of their CO. 
 
Robin asked if I knew who my CO was. No idea. Bernie Bruen. Nope, never heard of 
him. Robin was aghast at my total ignorance of Bernie, his legendary status in the MCD 
world and Falklands heroics. I was at sea for the duration of the Falklands War, on 
Mandama transporting 4500 tons of frozen chickens from Brest to ports in the Red Sea 
and up the Gulf. We’d loosely followed the conflict via BBC World Service. 
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After Colours at 0900, Robin took me to the CO’s cabin. Face-to-face with Lt Cdr Bernie 
Bruen, a tough-looking rufty-tufty bloke, short but powerful stature, and full black beard. 
Despite this rather scary appearance, we had a cheerful introductory conversation. He 
was, I think, pleased that his OUT was a mature graduate and had completed a four-
year Merchant Navy Deck Cadetship before joining the RN.  
 
I’d seen much of the world on a variety of merchantmen. Now I found myself within the 
cramped confines of a vintage wooden minehunter. Gone was the open expanse of a 
container ship’s weather deck and fo’c’sle. Gavinton was just 50% longer than the beam 
of my first ship (ACT 5), which was 4½ times longer (713ft) and weighed 24212 gross 
tons compared to my little Ton’s 440. Yet both ships had a similar sized crew. I was 
sharing Robin’s cabin, half the size of my deck cadet en suite accommodation in Blue 
Star Line. 
 
After Robin’s brief tour, I familiarised myself more deeply with Gavinton. It was nice to 
see wooden decks again. The fo’c’sle with its windlass, anchor cables, spurling pipes 
and hawse pipes were scaled down versions of a merchantman’s. In front of the for’ard 
screen was the Bofors 40/60 gun. The sweep deck had a small capstan and the same 
small diameter mooring ropes. Scuttles were rare. I think there was one in the aft 
bulkhead of the Wardroom, the others were in the wheelhouse and on the bridge. I’d 
been on Fearless’ bridge during my DTS term and thought it small in comparison to a 
cargo ship’s. Gavinton’s was even smaller. 
 
The decks had a scattering of hatches, their lids clipped open against a bulkhead, 
allowing access to sections and compartments below. I think there was a large chest 
freezer secured to the bulkhead outside the CO’s and NO/Guns’ cabins on the main 
drag. Adjacent was the officers’ heads and bathroom. Across the alleyway was the 
Wardroom, pantry and XO’s cabin. 
 
The day ended. Sunset had been and gone, almost simultaneous with night leave being 
piped. RAs disappeared to homes ashore. I remained on board as I was 2nd OOD. My 
fleet training as a seaman officer began in earnest. It was a good way to learn the ropes 
of being OOD in harbour. I read some of the relevant BRs and FLAGOS, or at least 
familiarised myself with their content. I accompanied OOD (Richard) as he conducted 
his duties: duty watch firex; evening rounds; muster OOD’s safe; middle watch rounds. 
A new world was opening up for me. 
 
The next forenoon, the fuel barge came alongside. At 1115, SSDs closed up and, at 
1130, Gavinton slipped from Romeo (North) in company with Brinton and Bildeston. I 
was on the fo’c’sle for slipping. A loud voice roared from the bridge wing, ‘Sub Lt Carroll, 
where’s your seaman’s knife?’ Oops, Bernie had caught me out. Shamefaced, I scuttled 
below to fetch my seaman’s knife. Lesson learned! Thereafter, I never ventured on deck 
without my trusty knife on its lanyard round my waist. 

  
Post-Christmas leave, it was a busy week at sea, SQUADEX with Bildeston and Brinton 
in Rosyth’s EXAs. The non-stop programme of the first day (OOW manoeuvres, MOBEX, 
light-line transfer with Bildeston, ‘smash and grab’ ex, formation anchorage off Kirkcaldy, 
DIVEX) set the tone for the week.   
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Wednesday focused on armed team sweeps with the other two ships, anchoring 
overnight in Kirkcaldy Bay. On Thursday there were gunnery shoots for GPMG and 
Bofors 40/60. The day rounded off with a double Oropesa sweep. It was novel, intriguing 
and exciting to observe the minesweeping kit being laid out on the sweep deck and then 
its streaming. There were obviously lots of opportunities for things to go wrong very 
quickly. I rapidly appreciated the dangers of these procedures. We got alongside Romeo 
(North) with Brinton berthed outboard on Thursday evening. 
 
So ended my first week in a TON-class MCMV. It was an enjoyable and very busy period. 
I’d learned, albeit in simplistic terms, about minesweeping and witnessed a variety of 
routine exercises in which I’d gradually participate more fully as I accrued experience. It 
was great to be on watch on the bridge, getting used to its compact size and the kit 
squeezed into it. I became comfortable in its confines with OOW (Alistair) and QM plus 
assorted occasional visitors: CO, XO, Guns, RO. Even more folks crowded into the 
space for SSDs. A complete contrast to my merchant navy experience. My last trip was 
four months as 3rd Mate driving New Zealand Star (17000 ton, 560ft long refrigerated 
cellular container ship) solo on the vast bridge for two round trips between the Gulf and 
Australia/NZ via Indian sub-continent and Singapore. Transiting Hormuz at night, alone 
on the bridge. 
 
Gavinton was also quite a change from the formality of a big ship, like Fearless in which 
I’d spent my DTS term. I hadn’t taken to the ‘big ship’ environment. I much preferred the 
intimacy and cosiness of Gavinton where we (the ship) appeared to enjoy more freedom 
and independence.  
I grew accustomed to sharing XO’s cabin with Robin, an absolute gentleman. I’d 
detected a close bond among the crews and Wardrooms of Tons in MCM3. I knew I’d 
made the right decision to become a droggy when I completed Fleet Time and passed 
Fleet Board. 
 
Gavinton was alongside for the next 10 days. Life passed quietly in Rosyth. It was much 
too far to flog down to Eastbourne to see my fiancée at weekends. Instead, I went ashore 
a bit, mostly strolling around Edinburgh. Sundays were devoted to doing my dhobying in 
the laundry at Cochrane Wardroom, avoiding the buckets in the alleyways collecting 
drips from the deckhead. It was a very cheap and nasty building seemingly of 
plasterboard walls and flat leaky roofs. If I was its architect or builder, I’d be ashamed. I 
had a leisurely time reading the papers in the TV room while my dhobying washed and 
tumble-dried. I watched ‘The Big Match’ and ironed my kit before trogging back to 
Gavinton for dinner. A simple life. 
 
At 1145 Monday 21 January, Gavinton slipped from Romeo (North) and steamed under 
the Forth Road Bridge and the glorious red spans of Forth Railway Bridge. Between 
Inchcolm, Inchmickery and Cramond Islands, we left Inchkeith to starboard and 
continued through the Rosyth EXAs. Heading north-east, Isle of May was a few miles off 
our starboard side and we then rounded Craighead. Altering course to north, we were in 
the unforgiving North Sea on passage to Clyde EXAs and Operation Pike. 
 
The weather worsened. The easterly wind’s speed increased noticeably from 40-odd 
knots to 60, concomitant with sea state 5, increasing to 6. Wind and sea state on the 
beam caused Gavinton to roll heavily. We continued passage overnight as conditions 
deteriorated further, from Force 9 to Force 10. I was on middle watch with Alistair. At 
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0154, we had a steering gear failure. This was rectified, after a rather worrying period, 
by 0230. A minor casualty in the mess deck was reported at 0222. We hove to shortly 
afterwards. A busy middle watch climaxed when the port engine went u/s due to lub oil 
pump failure. As Alistair wrote in the log, ‘Substantial damage sustained to port garden 
wall and gemini stowage in mountainous seas and Force 10’. Bernie’s excellent article 
in the June 2020 edition of Ton Talk comprehensively lists Gavinton’s physical damage. 
Far more extensive than I was aware of at the time. 
 
We pressed slowly northwards until about 0700 when XO altered course to 040, into the 
sea to reduce our rolling. Speed was about 2kts as we hove to. Eventually, in daylight 
and after a thorough assessment of the damage and our engineering state, the CO 
decided, at 0950, to return to Rosyth. We’d reached Rattray Head, a few miles north of 
Peterhead. Our troubles weren’t quite over. A generator tripped at 1015, resulting in 
limited power supplies until it was fixed 30 minutes later.  
 
I’d experienced a Force 11 crossing the Great Australian Bight on Mandama (8220 gross 
tons, 525ft long, a beautiful reefer) in ballast en route to Timaru to load 4500 tons of 
frozen lamb carcasses. But at least she was a bigger ship and the storm pushed us 
along. Gavinton was an equally frightening experience with similar racket of wind 
whistling through wires and masts, visibility reduced by wind-blown spray, gigantic green 
walls of water streaked white. 
 
Back on watch with Alistair for the afternoon, conditions had eased a little to Force 8 or 
9 and the wind had backed to north-west, pushing us along a bit. We made about 11kts, 
hugged the Scottish coast until turning into the Firth of Forth. There, Gavinton was in the 
lee, wind dropped perceptibly but still some 30kts. Sea state had decreased to 2 as we 
closed the Forth Bridges. It was 0045 when SSDs closed up, tug Cairn assisted our 
manoeuvring to secure starboard side to on Bildeston, bows north on Romeo (North) on 
Wednesday 23 January. 
 
Cdr MCM3 came aboard at lunchtime to discuss the situation with Bernie. Gavinton 
wasn’t in a fit state to return to sea until the visible physical damage and engineering 
assessment and repairs had been completed. 
  
On Friday, long weekend leave was piped. I took the opportunity to head south to see 
my fiancée. It was a long plod by train. I arrived in Eastbourne late that night. All too 
soon, I headed back up to Rosyth. It was my first experience of a sleeper-train, arriving 
about 0600 in Edinburgh. After the short local train ride to Inverkeithing, I walked down 
to Rosyth’s main gate and got on board before leave expired. 
 
By the end of Monday, Bernie had arranged my transfer to Brinton. Quite rightly, he 
considered that I wouldn’t gain any training value by remaining in Gavinton for her 
prolonged defect rectification. The necessary paperwork and approvals were obtained. 
Brinton’s CO was happy to take me on. All I had to do was pack my kit and make my 
way to Faslane to join her for the passage back to Rosyth. 
 
Phil’s memoirs of his Merchant Navy deck cadetship were recently published (see back 
cover). He is currently writing about joining the RN, Dartmouth, Fleet Time and life as a 
Droggy. 
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Memories of Tot Time 
John Hake, Ellesmere Port 

 
I was perusing some back issues of Ton Talk when I re-read Doug Andrews’s article 
titled Grog Issue that appeared in edition 214 so I thought I would recount my 
reminiscences of the tot. 
 
In my eleven years in the Andrew I don't think I ever heard the rum issue called grog, it 
was either rum or bubbly and was issued at tot time. The only time I can remember 
seeing the word written down was in fact it’s initial “G” that appeared on your station 
card if you drew your tot, the other initials were “T” if you were temperance and paid in 
lieu or if you were under 20 then  “UA” was entered stating that you were under age. 
I’m assuming these entries also appeared in the ship’s book for victualling purposes. 
I drew my first tot in 1967 at HMS Collingwood when it was the RN electrical school, I 
was there on killicks course and men under instruction had their tot at 16:30 dispensed 
in one of the junior rates dinning halls. Apparently it was issued at that time because 
the instructors complained that, on warm days, men under instruction in the afternoon 
were falling asleep in the classrooms.  
 
I drew my last tot on Friday 31st July 1970 when I was ship’s company at HMS 
Mercury, as far as I can remember there was no commemoration of it being the last tot.  
 
The issue of rum at Mercury differed from normal issue afloat in that is was not mixed 
in a rum tub and dispensed to each mess in fannies. The rum was issued to junior 
rates in Mountbatten block near the main dining hall and the routine was state your 
name and this would be verified on the list and ticked off by the duty senior rate, you 
would get a glass and into it would be poured the measure of neat rum then the 
appropriate amount of water would be added. Because we were ship’s company and 
the two lads dishing out the rum and water were also ship’s company and we all knew 
each other so a little bit of deception would take place depending on the Officer of the 
Day’s attention.  The glass would be firmly gripped with the palm of your hand 
encircling the glass hiding the contents from the OOD, the measure of rum would 
poured in then the water measure added and with a little bit of manual dexterity by the 
water pourer some or most, if you were lucky, of the water would miss the glass and 
you would come away with a less watered down tot, which would be “yam senged” (i.e, 
seen off in one) just in case somebody thought they saw something amiss. 
 
Tot time afloat was a whole different matter, the ritual started with the pipe “up spirits” 
with the ships company saying to themselves the classic reply “and stand fast the Holy 
Ghost”, the mess rum bosun would collect the mess fanny and proceed to where the 
rum was being dispensed, this was done about 11:30 which allows the rum bosun to 
get back to the mess so any afternoon watchmen, who are piped to dinner at 11:30, 
could have their tot before going on watch at 12:00     
 
There was an etiquette and custom at tot time that every mess member complied with 
and the  two main participants  in the formality were the rum bosun who collected the 
rum and would be responsible for dispensing the tots and the ticker off who would 
ensure that everybody got their tot, the charge for this service would be “sippers”, so 
both would be offered a sip of rum from the recipients tot. When everybody had their tot 
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any remaining liquid in the fanny would be declared as “Queens” , this would be poured 
into a glass and offered around the assembly with everybody drinking their share. 
 Tot times were social events, be they short because your tot and mid-day meal had to 
be consumed before turn to at 13:00.  
 
Where shipmates who had done you a favour they would be invited to “come round” to 
share your tot or vice-versa you were invited to “come round” to another mess, this 
made the tot an item of currency that enabled a bartering system to flourish. The 
amount of the rum offered depended on how “big” the favour was deemed to be, the 
minimum was  “Sippers”, a gentlemanly sip, next was “Gulpers” one, but only one, big 
swallow and then “Sandy Bottoms” see off whatever remains in the glass.  
Occasionally the ship’s chaplain (The Bish) would make an appearance in the mess at 
the appropriate time, bless the contents of the fanny and then stay awhile being offered 
sippers by everyone.    
  
The mess rum fanny was the most prized mess trap and well looked after, sometimes 
they would be decorated and even highly polished but only on the outside, cleaning the 
inside other than just a quick rinse with fresh water was a cardinal sin. 

 
 
 
When the issue of rum finished in 1970, 
MOD(Navy) issued a DCI (Defence Council 
Instruction) numbered as DCI (RN) 1050/70 
and this allowed all serving members to buy 
any item of rum issue paraphernalia that was 
listed. I opted for a rum tub and chose a 20 
gallon one and was successful in my choice, 
you were allowed multiple choices in case your 
first was out of stock. My rum tub was shipped 
from Royal Clarence yard, Gosport to my 
parents home near Chester by British Rail, it 
was put on a train at Fratton, off loaded at 
Chester and delivered to their door step, I still 
have all the documentation to prove its 
provenance and the cost of obtaining this 
unique piece of naval memorabilia was £8.75 
and that included the transport.  

 
 
My run tub was a well-used one and smelt absolutely wonderful when it arrived but 
sadly over the years the smell of rum has diminished and now it sits in the corner of the 
living room just looking good.       
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To comply more closely with GDPR Data Protection rules, contact details of members are not 
disclosed in full but friends can obtain them from the Membership Secretary, subject to permission 
of the member. 
 
NEW MEMBERS – Welcome Aboard 
 
John Walker. (LMEM (M) RNR. Motherwell North Lanarkshire.  
Served on HM Ships HODGESTON 1983-85, DOVEY 1985-89 F2532 
 
Peter Scott. (MEM(M) - (POME M(M) RN. Cleethorpes North East Lincolnshire  
Served on HM Ships LEWISTON 1979-80, UPTON 1980-81, COTTESMORE 1985-8 & 1989-
91, SANDOWN 1992-94 F2533 
 
David G Jones. (WEM(O)-(LWEM(O) RN. Halesworth Suffolk, 
Served on HM Ships GAVINTON 1981-83, BRONINGTON 1983-85, KELLINGTON 1985-
87, SHERATON 1989 F2534 
 
Derek J King:- (RO) 2 (U) RN Westgate-on-Sea Kent.  
Served on HMS DUFTON 1965-67 F2535 
 
Giles R Peel. (Mid - Captain) RN. Midhurst West Sussex.  
Served on HMS YARNTON 1984 F2536 
 
George W Watson. (S/L t- Lt) RN Woodbridge Suffolk  
Served on HMS KELLINGTON 1986 F2537 
 
Paul A Harris. (A/B-P/O-Lt) RAN. Rockingham Australia.  
Served on HMAS TEAL 1963-65 HMS UPTON 1972 L2538 
 
Alexander Miller (A/B - P/O) RN  Portland Dorset.  
Served on HM Ships GLASSERTON 1976-79, SOBERTON 1979-82, BICKERTON1982 
F2359 
 
Justin N A Wood ( Lt/Cdr-Cdr) RN  Truro Cornwall. 
Served on HMS SOBERTON 1990-92] F2340 
 
Brian Blackman (Stoker )1st class. RN, RNVR. Southwick Sussex. 
Served on HMS SHOULTON 1957-58. F2541 
 
REJOINED 
 
Francis T Sterland. (RO)2 RN Taunton Somerset.  
Served on HM Ships UPTON 1965, HOUGHTON 1968-70, WASPERTON 1972-73, 
KIRKLISTON 1969-71 F2143 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Update 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Neil Sowerby:- To:- Alnwick Northumberland F2245 

Michael Henney. To:- Newcastle-upon- Tyne  F0133 

John D Mc Cabe To- Maidstone Kent F2037 

Mick Rich. To:- Retford Nottinghamshire. L2272 

Glynn Burhouse. To:- Lanzarote Canary Islands F2220 

 Crossed the Bar 

Commander John Archer MBE RN/RNR 
Petersfield. F1368 

Served on HM Ships POLLINGTON 1967-74, BRONINGTON 1974-75 

Lieutenant Commander Mike Bull RN 
Beauly, Invernesshire F2211 

Served in HM Ships SHERATON 1962-68, ALFRISTON 1974-76, 
,SHAVINGTON !980-8), LALESTON 1981-8) 

Commander John Porter LVO, RN 
Hampshire 

Not a member of TCA but known to many RNR members as MCM10 in 1975 

ME 1 James D Broomby, RN 
Hale Cheshire. F0073 

Served on HM Ships HEXTON 1956, ESSINGTON 1956, APPLETON 1956 

A/B George Patience. RN RNR. 
Invernesshire, F1366 

Served on HMS NURTON 1958-62 

 

May They Rest in Peace 
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TCA Website Enquiry 

An interesting enquiry from Tony Nicholson was recently received via the TCA website : 

I am trying to find out more information about the requisitioned collier ship 
Springtide.  

I believe it was used as a mine destructor vessel. According to his Royal Navy 
service record my father served on this vessel during WW2 from August 1940 to 
April 1941. He was based at Cochrane 2 (Rosyth). 

My father, Alfred William Nicholson KX78279, also served onboard HMS 
Bridgewater 1941 -1943 in the Atlantic Ocean and HMS Cygnet 1944 -1945 on 
the Russian Convoys. 

We were able to assist with the following information: 

Springtide is rather a mystery ship – see photo on Contents page. 

Google reveals little about her other than she was built on Tyneside in 1937 as a collier 
[bulk transport for coal] and served in WW2 as a Mine Destructor Vessel, specifically 
adapted to counter the new German magnetic mines, one of about four highly secret ships 
equipped with enormous magnets. 

She appears to have served on the South African Station and also provided a service to 
other ships, (naval and civilian) in reducing their permanent magnetic signature by "wiping" 
the hulls with a powerful electrical cable. 

Post war she appears to have reverted to her bulk carrier role on the Great Lakes in North 
America. We have found a photo of her in that role – see Contents page 2 . 

By coincidence we researched a similar Mine Destructor Vessel, HMS Borde, a couple of 
years ago. [TON Talk 202, Feb 2020]. Attached her story, which may throw some light on 
the activity of your father's ship. The Destructors were among Churchill's secret weapons, 
as we did not wish the Germans to know that we were developing counters to their magnetic 
mines. 

As for his other ships, Bridgewater was lead ship of a class of two (the other was Sandwich), 
a follow on from the 1920's Flower class of combined sloop/minesweepers. She was 
relatively lightly armed and pre-WW2 was used as a patrol ship on the China Station. In 
1939 she was refitted and given a second 4 -inch gun and early radar, then deployed to 
the South Africa station where she engaged in convoy escort duties. 

She was the last of the combined sloop/minesweepers, as her successors were the Algerine 
Fleet Minesweepers, which were parents to the TONs, the design of which was also 
influenced by BYMS and the minesweeper trawlers of the RN Patrol Service.  

Her other descendants were the Black Swan class of sloops; heavily armed and faster, which 
made a mark as anti-submarine hunters in WW2. Cygnet, his last ship, was one of these. 

I hope this may be helpful. … Editor 
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MCMV NEWS 
Rob Hoole 

 
Stan’s Navy 
 
The NATO MCM group SNMCMG1, formerly known as STANAVFORCHAN and 
MCMFORNORTH, celebrated its 50th anniversary on 11 May.  
 
Operation KIPION MCM 
 
Our MCM forces, based at the NSF (Naval Support Facility) at Mina Salman in Bahrain, 
currently comprise the Hunt class MCMVs MIDDLETON (MCM2 Crew 4) and 
CHIDDINGFOLD (2/2) plus the Sandown class MCMV BANGOR (1/4), all supported by 
RFA CARDIGAN BAY.  MTXG (Mine Warfare Exploitation Group)’s MST1 (Mission System 
Team 1) is also deployed in the Gulf where it is trialling RNMB (Royal Navy Motor Boat) 
HARRIER, an autonomous mine hunting boat that tows a side-scan sonar to look for mines 
on the seabed and can work autonomously or by remote control from a ship or shore 
station.  In April, French divers used RFA CARDIGAN BAY as a platform during Exercise 
ARTEMIS TRIDENT, a tri-nation exercise involving the Royal Navy, the US Navy and the 
French Marine Nationale.  MIDDLETON celebrated her 40th birthday on 16 May. 
  
HUNT Class 
 
CATTISTOCK (2/8) completed her refit in the hands of BAE Systems plc at Portsmouth on 
6 April.  Before entering refit in April, BROCKLESBY (2/1) turned over her Rover salvage 
(emergency) generator abaft the bridge as the last Hunt so fitted before it is replaced with a 
Cat C4.4 from Finning.  During her refit, she will undergo enhancements to embark 
autonomous and remote/offboard minehunting systems.  After completing her OST 
(Operational Sea Training) in April, HURWORTH was present at the Jersey Boat Show 
over the May Bank Holiday weekend during which she hosted the Governor, the Naval 
Regional Commander of Wales & Western England (NRC WWE) and RN CCF cadets.  
MCM2 Crew 8 took over the ship from Crew 6 later in the month after which she was 
reported operating off the coast of Scotland.  MCM2 Crew 3 of HMS LEDBURY rowed over 
334 km in HMS NELSON’s gym to raise money for the family of Lt Dave Miln RAN, a 
former RN MCD officer who was seriously injured saving his children in a snow blower 
accident while on exchange in the USA. LEDBURY has since emerged from refit at 
Portsmouth. 
 
Sandown Class 
 
Of the original 12 ships of the class, only BANGOR (1/4), PEMBROKE (1/5) and 
PENZANCE (1/1) remain under the white ensign as they are sold off to other nations 
including Estonia, Romania and Ukraine.  They are being replaced by autonomous MCM 
systems. 
 

See the ‘Latest News’ page of the MCD Officers’ Association’s new website at 
www.mcdoa.org for more recent updates and photos. 
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Stock Items Price Please ring Stores before placing 
order to confirm items are in stock 

TON Talk Binder £ 7.73 TCA Mug £ 9.91 
TCA Baseball cap. 
 Logo 1 or 2 

£ 11.20 TON Profile badge 
Silver or Gold 

£ 8.00 

TCA Beret Badge £ 7.50 RN Beret, Blue. Various sizes £ 8.00 
TCA Embroidered Blazer 
Badge 

£ 9.77 Beanie/Ski woollen hat 
Navy with TCA badge 

£ 8.72 

TCA Lapel Badge  £ 6.05 TCA Polo Shirt, Navy logo 1 £18.44 
TCA Mouse Mat £ 4.00 TCA Notepad plus Pen £ 5.00 
TCA Tie, Blue £ 9.90 TCA Pen £ 3.00 
TCA Tie, Maroon £ 11.60 TCA Car sticker – Logo 1 £ 1.25 
Blackfoot Tie £ 13.00 
Special Order items 

State size, colour and logo 
required 

Logo 1 = Mine and Keys,        
Logo 2 = Mine and TON silhouette 
Allow up to 8 weeks for delivery 

TCA V-neck sweater. 
    Navy or Maroon 

£ 32.45 

BOOKS 
TCA Polo Shirt in Navy with 
ships name  

£ 18.44 Jacks of All Trades 
Clearance sale Special Offer 

£ 3.50 

Iron Man Tee Shirt, Navy £ 15.37  Last of the Wooden Walls 
A4 Hardback and E-book 

Order from 
www.halsgrove.com 

£ 24.99 
Iron Man Polo Shirt, Navy £ 18.44 
TCA Round Neck Sweatshirt £ 29.16 
TCA Polar Fleece Jacket £ 38.30 

SLOPS 

All prices include P&P (within UK only) 
Please make cheques / postal orders payable to TON Class Association 

Laurie Johnson, 4 Downham Close, Cowplain, Hants  
PO8 8UD    Phone: 023 923 65729 

e-mail: lawrencej1055@gmail.com 
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MORE DITS FROM MICK DONOYOU 
 
Blue Is the Colour 
 
In 1970 London Division RNR relinquished the use of HMS DUFTON and acquired HMS 
WOOLASTON which was in better condition and came with a pair of ornamental 
Dolphins which were bolted on to the front of the wheelhouse. 
 
The London Division "sweepers" were based in Southampton along with the Wessex 
Division ships. 
 
One weekend we joined our ship for a deployment to find that the "Shipkeeper" had re-
painted the interior of the wheelhouse. Instead of the usual drab off white it had now 
become a very fetching pastel blue. It was thought the  Shipkeeper had some excess 
paint left over from a shoreside job. 
 
The re-painted wheelhouse was considered to be vast improvement, it was very relaxing 
and it was almost a pleasure to go on watch. 
 
Word of our "pastel " blue wheelhouse became widespread and we even got visits from 
sailors from other ships who came just to view our blue wheelhouse. 
 
 
Hook Line Party 
  
One Drill Night on HMS PRESIDENT the pipe was made over the tannoy "Hands to 
Divisions, Close all Bars" 
 
My oppo Ron and I (both AB's at the time) had just been served another Pint each and 
so we decided to ignore the pipe and carried on drinking. 
 
A few minutes later the Assistant Officer of the Day entered the bar and demanded to 
know why we were still there, drinking, and not at Divisions. Without batting an eyelid 
Ron told the Subbie we were the "Hook Line Standby Party". The Subble replied "Very 
Good, Carry On".  
 
Once he had left, I asked Ron what was the Hook Line Standby Party to which he replied 
"I just made it up but I knew that the Subbie would not have heard of it and would not 
want to display his ignorance by asking". 
 
With that we carried on drinking our pints without further interruption. 
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Innovations in Maritime Technology  
Information and speculation gathered from unclassified sources 

The RN plans to boost its undersea capabilities in the face of growing threats from 
Russia. The Ministry of Defence is preparing tender documents in the next few weeks 
aimed at purchasing one or more deep-
water remotely operated vehicles likely to 
cost about £20 million. 

A significant advantage of acquiring an off-
the-shelf vehicle, such as the one illustrated 
at right, will be to step into proven technology 
which is already used for sub-sea 
exploration in the oil and gas industry, as 
well as by marine archaeologists and 
treasure hunters. 

The ROV can manipulate objects and 
produce high resolution imagery to a depth of 6,000 metres It will have a deep-water 
salvage capability and is likely to operate from  the recently refitted RFA Proteus; the 
Multi Role Ocean Surveillance Ship, also a commercial purchase. Her role Is to 
safeguard critical seabed infrastructure by acting as a ‘mother ship’, operating remote 
and autonomous off-board systems for underwater surveillance and seabed warfare. 
Operation and maintenance of the ROV may be by civilian contractors. 

Israel Aerospace Industries has developed a new autonomous unmanned submarine, 
termed the Blue Whale, designed for covert intelligence-gathering operations. 
 

The underwater vehicle is 
almost 11 metres long and just 
over 1 metre in diameter. 
Weighing 5.5 tons (11,000 
pounds), the vessel can fit in a 
40-foot shipping container for 
transport by land, sea or air.  

The size of the vessel is similar 
to deep-submergence vehicles 
or so-called crewed midget 
submarines.  

It can travel at up to 7 knots underwater, and using electrical power, the submarine can 
operate for two to four weeks, depending on the mission. It will have data links to transmit 
its findings to naval headquarters afloat or ashore. 
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FROM: Lt Cdr Richard Green, 
Colchester 

I am delighted to see the photo of 
KILLICRANKIE entering Bordeaux in 
April’s TON Talk has come out so 
well.    

I was still a two & half at the time of the 
photo, but was promoted in December 
1976, which was the same day that the 
then Prince of Wales was promoted to 
Commander.   I did one weekend sea 
training period with him in the Forth, 
when he was commanding HMS 
Bronington. 

FROM: Lt Cdr Roger Richardson 
RNR, Teddington 

I have just come back from a cruise 
around the south east of South Africa in 
Noble Caledonia’s 100 passenger ship 
Island Sky. The cruise director was a 
South African named Pierre Malan who 
lives near Cape Town. 

Pierre turned out to have had a naval 
career almost similar to mine. He did 
his national service (longer than ours) in 
the South African Navy and then joined 
their naval reserve in which he became 
the CO of one of their Ton Class 
minesweepers. He would be very 
interested to know about the TCA. May 
I suggest that we send him a copy of 
TON Talk and joining details ? 

BZ on your recruitment initiative. 
Details have been e-mailed to Pierre. 
… Editor

FROM: David O’Sullivan, Curator for 
the Australian Register of Historic 
Vessels, Australian National Maritime 
Museum in Sydney.  

One of our vessels listed on the register 
is the Curlew, formally HMS 
CHEDISTON Ton class constructed in 
1953: 

Unfortunately Curlew is in a poor state 
at its mooring in Tasmania at the 
moment, and I have been seeking out 
plans of the vessel.  

I have been able to locate plans of 
sister vessels but not of Curlew itself. I 
note RMG has some in its archive, but 
thought I would touch base to see if 
anyone in the Association has any 
recommendations. Any help or 
suggestions would be most 
appreciated. 

We have advised David that all TONs 
were constructed to common plans, so 
the drawings he has would also be 
representative for Curlew, at least 
below decks. RAN TONs assigned to 
Confrontation were fitted with additional 
twin Vickers machine guns and 
Illumination Rocket Launchers. 

What further modifications were made 
when they returned to Australia and 
were converted to the mine hunting role 
are not known. 

We have put him in touch with Chris 
Davis of the Deltic Preservation project 
[page 10] … Editor  

Post Bag 
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Jimmy Bond former CPO CD1 
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TCA member Lt Cdr Phil Carroll did 
Fleet Time in GAVINTON and 
BRINTON. His memoirs of his four 
years in the Merchant Navy are a 
fascinating read about a by-gone era. 

Accompany me on my odyssey of voyages 
as a deck cadet in the early-1980s as 
containerisation started to dominate world 
shipping.  

Cargo ships’ heady weeks ‘on the coast’ in 
old ports gave way to fleeting visits by ‘box 
boats’ to swanky new concrete container 
wharves, miles outside town.  

Vivid descriptions of my global adventures 
at sea and in port in a male-dominated 
environment of British officers and Chinese, 
Barbadian and UK crews. 

Interwoven in the narrative are nuggets of 
maritime history and simple technical 
descriptions bringing a bygone seafaring 
era to life.  

If you were/are a mariner, and often thought how your life at sea would relate to others 
in your generation, you should read Phil’s account of his time, and compose your own. 

Phil details his time in an interesting, and interested way, by telling how things were for 
himself and his shipmates. He also adds historical facts and technical detail, that make 
this far more than a book about himself, but one that encourages conversation and 
comparison with your own life. A tale well told. 

Captain David E Smiley 
Master Mariner ex-Blue Star Line 

Under a Big Blue Star is available from Amazon (paperback and e-book), Book 
Depository (paperback), and other on-line booksellers. 
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